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Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 


RESOLUTION  NO.  1 
35  Hour  Week 

Whereas,  there  are  persistent  pockets  of  dis- 
tressed areas  and  hard  cores  of  unemployment 
not  only  in  Massachusetts  but  also  in  other 
parts   of   the   country,    and 

Whereas,  the  rate  of  unemployment  con- 
tinues to  remain  high  in  Massachusetts,  and 
in   the   nation,   and 

Whereas,  there  is  need  for  economic  expan- 
sion and  growth  in  our  economy  at  a  higher 
rate  than   we  are  maintaining   at  present,   and 

Whereas,  there  is  a  definite  need  to  increase 
the  purchasing  power  of  our  consumers  to 
help  generate  the  economy  and  to  increase 
employment,    and 

Whereas,  history  shows  that  our  country  has 
made  tremendous  economic  progress  in  the 
past  when  the  work  week  was  reduced  from  60 
to  50  and  then  to  40  hours,  and 

Whereas,  the  full  impact  of  automation  on 
employment   has   not  as   yet  been   felt,   and 

Whereas,  there  will  be  need  for  90,000  addi- 
tional new  jobs  in  Massachusetts  alone  in  the 
next  ten  years  due  to  the  increasing  labor 
force,    and 

Whereas,  there  is  not  only  a  need  to  spread 
employment  but  also  to  increase  the  leisure 
time   for  the   workers,   and 

Whereas,  other  methods  to  eliminate  unem- 
ployment and  the  distressed  areas  have  not 
been   successful  nor   adopted   at  this  time, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  that  this  Conven- 
tion of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO  endorse  the  principle  of  a  thirty-five  hour 
week   with  no  reduction   in   pay,   and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  that  all  unions  be 
urged  to  obtain  the  thirty-five  hour  week  by 
collective  bargaining  and  by  federal  legisla- 
tion,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  that  a  copy  of  this 
Resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  National  AFL- 
CIO   office   for  appropriate  action. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State   Labor  Council,   AFL-CIO. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  2 
Tax   Referenda    #  1 

Whereas :  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  has  consistently  fought  for 
taxes  on  an  equitable  basis  and  on  the  ability 
to    pay,    and 

Whereas :  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  has  led  the  fight  for  tax 
reform  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
and 

Whereas :  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  other  civic-minded 
groups  have  joined  forces  in  securing  the  pas- 
sage  of   Referenda    #1,   and 

Whereas :  Said  Referenda  #1  will  enable 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature  to  attack  and 
clear  up  the  inequities  now  in  existence  on  in- 
come tax,   and 

Whereas :  Approval  of  the  referenda  would 
impose  no  new  tax,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  call  on  all  of 
its  members  throughout  the  Commonwealth  and 
the  general  public  to  vote  "Yes"  on  Tax  Refer- 
enda   #1,  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved  :  That  the  officers  and  delegates  to 
this  Convention  are  instructed  to  exert  all  of 
their   energies   in   fulfillment  of  this   resolution. 

(Submitted  by  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  Taxation  Committee.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  3 
Organization 

Whereas,  many  employees  have  been  denied 
the  benefits  of  union  organization  because  of 
employer   anti-union    tactics   and   methods,    and 

Whereas,  the  present  NLRB  has  been  inter- 
preting the  federal  labor  law  to  prevent  some 
of    the    excesses    by    employers    in    the    field    of 


"free   speech"   and 

Whereas,  unions  now  have  a  fairer  atmos- 
phere to  present  their  case,  and 

Whereas,  there  are  many  areas  in  Massachu- 
setts which  have  not  been  organized  in  the 
past,   and 

Whereas,  many  unorganized  firms  constitute 
unfair  competition  and  a  threat  to  the  union- 
ized standards  of  the  organized  company  which 
is  paying  fair  wages  and  providing  benefits  to 
its  employees, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  that  this  Conven- 
tion urge  all  unions  to  step  up  their  campaigns 
to  organize  the  unorganized  workers  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State    Labor    Council,    AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  4 
Health    Insurance   for    the    Aged 

Whereas :  The  present  system  of  medical 
care  available  to  the  public  assures  adequate 
attention  only  for  the  wealthy  who  can  afford 
it,  and  those  in  the  lowest  income  levels,  who 
are  the  beneficiaries  of  public  clinics,  with  those 
who  are  in  the  middle  income  level  caught  in 
an  inexorable  price  squeeze  of  medical  cost, 
and 

Whereas :  Our  nation  is  witnessing  at  one 
and  the  same  time  a  continued  rise  in  the  cost 
of  medical  care,  and  a  continued  growth  in  the 
size  of  our  senior  citizen  population,  with  one 
of  every  11  Americans  today  being  65  or  over  ; 
and 

Whereas :  Not  only  are  our  elderly  citizens 
subject  to  prolonged  or  chronic  illnesses  that 
require  longer  and  more  frequent  medical  and 
hospital  attention  than  younger  people  do,  but 
they  are  also  faced  with  higher  medical  bills  at 
a  time  when  their  ability  to  pay  has  been 
greatly  diminished  ;  and 

Whereas :  More  than  a  year's  experience 
with  the  Kerr-Mills  Bill  has  proved  the  defi- 
ciencies and  inability  of  this  legislation  to  pro- 
vide needed  and  dignified  medical  assistance  to 
our  elderly  citizens  ;  and 

Whereas :  The  defeat  of  the  King-Anderson 
Bill  by  a  vote  of  52  to  48  in  the  Senate  was  a 
major  blow  to  organized  labor  and  to  17  million 
senior  citizens  as  well  as  to  younger  people  who 
need  help  to  support  ailing  older  relatives,  and 

Whereas :  We  believe  that  in  a  free  demo- 
cratic society  which  cherishes  the  dignity  and 
self  respect  of  each  individual,  elderly  citizens 
are  entitled  to  medical  service  as  a  fundamental 
essential  of  life  which  is  not  just  another  need, 
but  a  right  that  members  of  the  human  family 
ought  to  guarantee  one  another  in  a  civilized 
social  system  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  en- 
dorses and  calls  for  the  speedy  enactment  by 
Congress  of  a  meaningful  and  adequate  medical 
care  program  based  on  our  Social  Security  sys- 
tem. It  is  our  belief  that  the  Social  Security 
tax  system  is  the  best  avenue  for  providing 
medical  care  insurance,  and  is  one  of  the  fair- 
est methods  of  distributing  medical  costs  and 
services  equitably,  while  at  the  same  time 
strengthening  the  economic  and  moral  fiber  of 
our  nation  by  allowing  people  to  help  them- 
selves through  contributions  made  during  their 
productive  years,  and  therefore  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  and  its  affiliated 
unions  urge  the  defeat  of  all  candidates  for 
political  office  who  are  opposed  to  the  Presi- 
dent's Medicare  program. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Massa- 
chusetts   State    Labor    Council,    AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  5 
Tax   Reduction 

Whereas  :  A  temporary  tax-cut  concentrated 
in    the    first    individual    income    tax   bracket    is 


Fifth  Convention 


essential  to  avoid  further  slowing  down  of  the 
rate  of  economic  growth  ;  and 

Whereas :  The  low  and  middle-income 
groups  are  more  likely  to  spend  the  money 
from  a  tax  cut,  thereby  channeling  the  benefits 
of  a  tax  cut  into  the  spending  stream  to  stimu- 
late the  economy,  and 

Whereas  :  When  it  becomes  advisable  to  re- 
duce revenue  from  the  personal  income  tax, 
first  priority  should  be  given  to  increasing  the 
personal  exemptions  for  taxpayers  and  de- 
pendents,  and 

Whereas :  The  tax  bonanza  granted  to 
American  business  this  year  will  do  nothing 
for  the  economy  unless  it  is  followed  by  a  re- 
duction in  the  lower  bracket  rates,  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved :  That  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  will  urge  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Congress  next  year  to  give  top 
priority  to  the  consideration  of  a  tax  cut  de- 
signed to  stimulate  the  economy,  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved :  That  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council  will  urge  all  of  its  affiliates  to 
join  in  an  all-out  effort  to  secure  early  next 
year  the  substantial  tax  cut  which  our  low  and 
moderate  income  families  so  urgently  need  and 
deserve. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  6 
Repeal  of  Landrum-Griffin 

Whereas  :  The  Landrum-Griffin  Bill  was  en- 
acted in  an  atmosphere  and  climate  hostile  to 
organized  labor  as  a  result  of  the  McClellan 
Committee  hearings,   and 

Whereas :  Anti-union  management  groups 
seeking  to  undermine  and  destroy  the  benefits, 
conditions  and  economic  gains  made  by  labor 
unions,  exploited  the  hysterics  of  this  situation. 
These  forces  obtained  the  enactment  of  anti- 
union legislation  under  the  guise  of  cleaning 
up  alleged  corruption  within  the  labor  move- 
ment. They  used  the  subterfuge  of  disclosure 
and  reporting  statutes,  which  in  truth  and  in 
fact,  amended  the  vicious  Taft-Hartley  Law  to 
further  obstruct  the  organizational  activities 
and  to  destroy  constitutional  guarantees  of  free 
speech  and  assembly  for  all  labor,  and 

Whereas  :  A  summary  of  operations  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor-Management  Reports  is  proof 
positive  that  there  never  was  any  need  for  such 
prohibitive  anti-union  legislation.  The  L.-G. 
Bill  is  the  forerunner  of  attempts  at  further 
prohibitive  legislation,  such  as  placing  unions 
under  the  provisions  of  the  anti-trust  laws  ; 
now,    therefore,   be   it 

Resolved  :  That  the  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO 
at  its  1962  Convention  urges  action  to  bring 
about  repeal  of  the  Landrum-Griffin  Act  and 
renewed  determination  to  defeat  all  similar 
anti-union   legislative   proposals. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  7 
Consumer  Protection 

Whereas,  in  the  field  of  consumer  protection, 
organized  labor  must  take  a  leading  role  in 
behalf  of  its  own  members  and  in  support  of 
programs  to  benefit  the  consuming  public-at- 
large,    and 

Whereas,  the  most  glaring  of  the  consumer 
interest  issues  arising  over  the  past  two  years 
is  that  of  the  high  price  of  prescription  drugs, 
based  on  monopoly  patent  rights,  restricting 
licensing  agreements,  brand  name  promotion 
and   vast  outlays   for   advertising,    and 

Whereas,  a  second  highly  important  issue  is 
the  need  for  remedial  legislation  in  the  install- 
ment  lending    field. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved : 


1.  We  call  upon  the  national  Congress  to 
enact  legislation  that  will  bring  down  the  high 
price  of  prescription  drugs,  combat  misleading 
advertising  by  drug  companies,  and  improve 
the  safety  and  usefulness  of  drug  products  gen- 
erally. 

2.  We  call  upon  the  Congress  to  enact  a 
federal  "truth  in  lending"  law  which  will  re- 
quire a  full  disclosure  of  all  finance  charges  on 
consumer  installment  purchases  and  loans,  both 
in  dollars  and  cents  and  in  terms  of  a  true 
annual  interest  rate. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,   AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  8 
Unemployment  Insurance 

Whereas :  Public  response  to  the  shortcom- 
ings of  the  unemployment  insurance  program 
has  appeared  in  the  form  of  temporary  exten- 
sion  of   benefits   in   recession   periods,   and 

Whereas :  While  the  wage  insurance  pur- 
poses of  the  program  are  being  neglected,  new 
problems  in  the  form  of  long-term  unemploy- 
ment due  to  economic  displacement  have  arisen 
and  call  for  some  adaptation  of  the  unemploy- 
ment insurance  program  to  new  needs  on  a 
permanent  basis.   Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  :  The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  shall 
continue  to  support  the  comprehensive  over- 
hauling and  improvement  of  the  unemployment 
insurance  system  under  a  single  federal  pro- 
gram. Pending  such  a  reorganization,  the  pro- 
gram can  be  made  to  meet  more  effectively  its 
purpose  through  federal  benefit  standards  and 
a  larger  federal  role  in  the  financial  structure. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  supports  federal 
measures  which  would  raise  the  weekly  benefits 
and  make  them  available  for  the  long-term  un- 
employed, extend  coverage  to  those  now  denied 
any  wage  insurance,  and  improve  the  financial 
structure  by  providing  some  measure  of  equal- 
ization of  cost  and  broadening  of  the  tax  base. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  calls  also  for 
the  enactment  of  federal  standards  on  the  dura- 
tion, eligibility,  and  disqualification  provisions 
of   state   laws. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State   Labor  Council,   AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  9 
Education 

Whereas,  many  of  our  qualified  high  school 
graduates   are  unable  to  attend  colleges,   and 

Whereas,  the  rate  of  dropouts  from  our 
schools   is   alarming,   and 

Whereas,  automation  requires  the  employees 
to  have   increased   skills   and  education,   and 

Whereas,  labor  has  always  sponsored  and 
promoted  education,   and 

Whereas,  an  educated  populace  is  an  essential 
of   democracy, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  that  this  Conven- 
tion endorse  all  steps  to  improve  the  educa- 
tional system  of  Massachusetts,  to  support  the 
state  medical  school  and  our  regional  colleges, 
and  to  promote  educational  opportunities  for 
all  our  qualified  students,   and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  that  this  Conven- 
tion endorse  the  principle  that  labor  repre- 
sentatives be  appointed  to  educational  boards 
and  councils,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  that  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  be  sent  to  the  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Massa- 
chusetts  State   Labor   Council,   AFL-CIO) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   10 

COPE 

We  recall  with  pride  the  contributions  made 
by  the  trade  union  movement  to  the  building  of 
a  political  and  economic  system  in  our  country 
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which  has  brought  human  dignity  and  eco- 
nomic security  to  more  of  its  citizens  than  any 
other  system  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

We  accept  our  responsibility  as  Americans 
and  as  trade  unionists  to  participate  fully  in 
the  political  life  of  the  nation.  There  is  no 
piece  of  legislation  passed  in  the  Federal  or 
State  Legislatures,  no  administrative  decision 
made  by  a  government  agency  which  does  not 
bear  in  some  way  on  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
trade  union  members.  There  is  no  real  question 
of  whether  trade  unions  should  concern  them- 
selves with  politics.  We  cannot,  in  good  con- 
science avoid  concern  with  the  fate  of  our 
state   and    country. 

As  there  can  be  no  question  of  the  propriety 
of  our  political  activity,  there  can  be  no 
question  of  the  sincerity  of  our  determination 
to  expand  and  improve  our  political  operation. 
We  join  together  in  our  political  effort  for 
precisely  the  same  reasons  we  earlier  joined 
together  in  a  struggle  for  economic  recogni- 
tion. Singly  our  voices  are  weak  ;  in  chorus 
they  are  strong.  Singly,  our  campaign  dollars 
are  anonymous  small  change ;  together  they 
are  recognizable  representatives  of  a  definite 
point  of  view,  even  if  they  can  never  match  in 
size  the  donations  of  the  wealthy.  Separately 
we  have  not  the  resources  to  inform  ourselves 
on  issues  and  candidates  ;  together  we  have. 

Resolved :  This  convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts AFL-CIO  vigorously  reaffirm  its 
dedication  to  the  principle  of  non-partisan 
political  education  as  a  necessary  ingredient 
of   responsible   trade  unionism. 

We  solemnly  pledge  to  fulfill  our  obligation  to 
secure  and  protect  the  legitimate  economic 
and  political  aspirations  of  Mass.  working 
men  and  women.  To  achieve  this  purpose  we 
call  upon  each  affiliated  National  and  Inter- 
national union  local  to  render  aid,  assistance 
and  support  to  the  policies  and  programs  of 
the  Mass.  AFL-CIO  COPE. 

We  hold  it  to  be  a  primary  obligation  of 
trade  union  membership  that  each  member 
of  the  Mass.  AFL-CIO  be  a  registered  voter. 

We  regard  the  voting  record  of  members  of 
the  U.  S.  Congress  and  the  State  Legislature 
as  basic  evidence  of  their  convictions  and  atti- 
tudes. These  records  are  available  and  we  urge 
that  every  local  union  distribute  them  to  every 
member  of  their  local. 

We  urge  all  locals  that  have  not  conducted 
their  COPE  Dollar  Drive  for  1962.  to  do  so  as 
soon  as  possible. 

We  call  upon  all  members  of  the  AFL-CIO 
to  increase  their  activity  for  the  1962  election. 
We  again  declare  our  independence  of  any 
political  party  and  our  determination  to  sup- 
port worthy  candidates,  regardless  of  party- 
affiliation  whose  records  and  attitudes  indicate 
a  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  our  state  and  its 
people. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  11 
Immigration 

Whereas :  Various  unfair  and  inequitable 
provisions  of  the  McCarran- Walter  Immigra- 
tion Act  have  been  condemned  by  labor  and 
community  groups  as  making  a  mockery  of 
our  claim  as  a  haven  for  freedom-seeking  im- 
migrants   around    the    world,    and 

Whereas :  The  Congress  has  at  long  last 
moved  forward  with  its  provision,  for  the  first 
time  in  American  history,  of  permanent  legis- 
lation for  the  admission  of  refugees  outside 
quota  restrictions.  Likewise,  gains  have  been 
made  in  the  area  of  investigative  procedures 
in  connection  with  immigration,  visa,  passport 
and  refugee  matters  ;  be  it  therefore 

Resolved  :  That  this  Convention  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  in 
expressing  its  approval  of  the  above  noted  ad- 
vances, also  calls  for  continued  improvement 
of  this   law.   We  particularly  urge  the  replace- 


ment of  the  racist  national  origins  quota  system 
of  selecting  immigrants. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Lee  Karesky, 
ILGWU  Local  33,  Boston  ;  Lawrence  C.  Sulli- 
van, Greater  Boston  Labor  Council,  and  Harry 
L.   Freid,   ACWA   Local   1,    Boston.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  12 

Equality   of   Public    Accommodations 

Whereas  :  The  law  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  prohibits  in  places  of  public 
accommodation  a  policy  of  discrimination 
against  persons  because  of  their  religion,  color, 
or   race ;   and 

Whereas :  Not  only  is  this  prohibition  in- 
complete, but  it  also  leaves  loopholes  which 
can  be  utilized  by  the  unscrupulous  ;  be  it 
therefore 

Resolved  :  That  this  Convention  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO, 
calls  for  the  amendment  of  the  Massachusetts 
law  against  discrimination  in  public  accom- 
modations so  as  to  include  the  words  "or 
national  origin"  ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  we  support  a  law  to  re- 
quire the  posting  of  room  rates  in  hotels,  mo- 
tels and  similar  accommodations  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. We  favor  such  a  move  because  of 
reports  submitted  by  trade  unionists  indicating 
that  they  have  been  subjected  to  discrimina- 
tion through  this  devious  maneuver  of  arbi- 
trary increases  of  rates  in  order  to  avoid 
prosecution  for  illegal  refusal  of  space. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Herman  Carter, 
IUE  #275,  Boston;  Lawrence  C.  Sullivan, 
Greater  Boston  Labor  Council ;  and  George 
Hill,   United  Auto  Workers.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  13 

The   United    States    Supreme   Court 

Whereas  :  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has,  in  a  series  of  decisions  in  desegre- 
gation cases,  vigorously  and  resolutely  taken 
its  stand  in  recent  years  in  support  of  the 
defense  of  the  constitutional  safeguards  of 
equality,  and  has  refused  to  tolerate  evasions 
of  responsibility  by  state  and  local  government  ; 
and 

Whereas  :  The  Supreme  Court  has  also  acted 
steadfastly  as  the  guardian  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights  and  of  our  cherished  civil  liberties 
through  the  medium  of  a  number  of  decisions 
involving  the  protection  of  individual  liberty  ; 
and 

Whereas  :  The  Supreme  Court  and  its  Chief 
Justice  have  been  subjected  to  irresponsible 
denunciations  and  assaults  levelled  by  racists 
and  reactionary  right-wingers  who  oppose  any 
form  of  social  progress  ;  be  it  therefore 

Resolved  :  That  this  Convention  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  ex- 
presses its  opposition  to  the  calculated  cam- 
paigns being  conducted  by  the  so-called  "states- 
righters"  and  the  John  Birchers  and  their 
allies  to  destroy  our  traditional  democratic  sys- 
tem of  checks  and  balances  by  their  attacks 
upon  the  Supreme  Court.  In  opposing  the  ac- 
tivities of  these  anti-social  forces  which  would 
undermine  and  eliminate  every  social  welfare 
measure  won  by  organized  labor  in  recent 
decades,  we  wish  to  express  our  support  of  the 
integrity  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  in  holding  fast  to  its  responsibility  to 
interpret  and  defend  our  constitutional  rights 
from  infringement. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Herman  Carter, 
IUE  #275,  Boston;  Julius  Bernstein,  ILGWU; 
Lawrence  C.  Sullivan,  Greater  Boston  Labor 
Council;    George   Hill,    United   Auto   Workers.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  14 

Defense   of   Our  Liberties 

Whereas :  The  health  and  security  of  both 
our  Nation  and  the  labor  movement  during  this 
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time  of  international  tension  depends  in  large 
measure  upon  the  maintenance  of  democratic 
procedures  and  free  and  open  discussion  ;  and 

Whereas :  We  have  recently  been  subjected 
to  the  growth  and  agitation  of  extremist 
groups  and  movements  variously  referred  to 
as  "ultras"  "right-wingers"  and  "radical 
rightists."  These  extremist  groups  have  drawn 
about  themselves  the  mantle  of  either  super- 
patriotism  or  religious  fundamentalism  as  they 
conduct  their  self-proclaimed  missions  to  save 
America  from  the  social  and  political  advances 
which  in  their  eyes  are  taking  us  down  the 
road    to   Communism ;    and 

Whereas  :  Some  of  the  extremist  right-wing 
groups  have  received  financial  contributions 
from  corporate  sources,  presumably  as  a  re- 
flection of  the  belief  of  sectors  of  American 
big  business  that  their  economic  interests — in 
taxes,  in  labor  legislation,  in  social  welfare 
measures,  and  so  on — would  be  advanced  by  the 
activities  of  the  ultras  ;  and 

Whereas :  The  extremist  movements  have, 
under  the  guise  of  anti-Communism,  impugned 
the  integrity  of  reputable  organizations  such 
as  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  and  such 
American  leaders  as  former  President  Eisen- 
hower and  Chief  Justice  Warren  ;  have  opposed 
civil  rights,  the  United  Nations,  NATO, 
foreign  aid,  social  security,  the  International 
Labor  Organization,  and  the  graduated  income 
tax  ;  have  consistently  supported  "right- to- 
work"  and  other  anti-labor  legislation ;  and 
have  used  innuendo,  smear,  the  big  lie  and 
intimidation  to  spread  suspicion  in  commu- 
nities and  to  pressure  local  candidates,  school 
boards  and  libraries  ;   therefore,   be  it 

Resolved,  that  this  Convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  reiterates  not 
only  its  opposition  to  Communist  totalitarian- 
ism, but  also  its  opposition  to  the  irresponsi- 
ble anti-Communism  of  the  right-wing  extrem- 
ists who  have  made  liberal  use  of  Communist 
tactics  and  techniques.  We  call  the  attention 
of  our  affiliates  to  the  Directory  on  right-wing 
extremist  groups  being  distributed  by  AFL- 
CIO  COPE  and  we  urge  them  to  use  it  along 
with  informational  materials  of  other  respon- 
sible groups.  Since  any  menace  to  our  demo- 
cratic system  is  also  a  menace  to  organized 
labor,  we  must  assume  the  responsibility  of 
boldly  exposing  the  threats  to  democratic  insti- 
tutions inherent  in  the  activities  of  the  radical 
right,  and  we  must  act  in  concert  with  other 
like-minded  organizations  to  defend  our  nation- 
al welfare  and  the  security  of  our  democratic 
processes  by  resisting  any  attempts  at  intimi- 
dation or  infringement  of  the  rights  and  free- 
doms  guaranteed  by  our   Constitution. 

( Submitted  by  delegates :  Lee  Karesky, 
ILGWU  Local  33,  Boston  ;  Lawrence  C.  Sulli- 
van, Greater  Boston  Labor  Council ;  Michael 
D.  Harrington,  Carpenters  Union  #56,  Bos- 
ton.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  15 
Civil  Rights 

Whereas :  It  is  basic  to  the  program  and 
policies  of  the  AFL-CIO  that  all  workers  shall 
be  enlisted  in  labor's  ranks  without  regard  to 
race,  creed,  color  or  national  origin,  and  that 
these  workers  shall  be  assured  full  benefits  of 
unionization,  without  discrimination  or  segre- 
gation ;  and 

Whereas :  The  AFL-CIO,  both  on  the  na- 
tional level  and  here  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  has  committed  itself  to,  and 
insisted  on,  fair  practices  in  every  field  of 
life,  including  unions,  employment,  housing, 
public  accommodations,  education,  citizenship, 
etc. ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  ex- 
presses its  support  of  the  cause  of  civil  rights, 
both  on  the  state  and  national  levels,  and  calls 
on  all  people  to  join  in  the  day-to-day  fight 
for  equal  opportunity  for  all  men  ;  and  be  it 
further 


Resolved :  That  we  hail  the  progress  which 
has  been  made  recently.  We  note,  however,  that 
these  gains  have  been  made  primarily  through 
the  Executive  and  Judicial  branches  of  our 
government,  while  the  Legislative  branch  has 
failed  to  accept  its  responsibility.  It  is  deplor- 
able that  the  filibuster  has  once  again  proved  to 
be  a  successful  weapon  against  civil  rights. 
Several  important  measures  were  killed  in 
Congress  during  the  year  under  the  threat  of 
filibuster.  Only  two  minor  legislative  gains  were 
made.  One  was  a  2-year  extension  of  the  life  of 
the  U.  S.  Civil  Rights  Commission ;  and  the 
second  was  a  constitutional  amendment  to 
eliminate  the  poll  tax  as  a  bar  to  voting.  Be 
it   further 

Resolved :  That  to  speed  the  progress  of 
civil  rights  which  must  come  more  quickly  and 
more  fully,  we  endorse  the  following  program 
for  Federal  civil  rights  legislation : 

1 )  An  enforceable  Federal  Fair  Employment 
Practices  law. 

2)  A  grant  to  the  Attorney-General  of 
authority  to  institute  court  actions  to  prevent 
attempts  to  interfere  with  the  civil  rights  of 
citizens. 

3 )  The  abolition  of  literacy  tests  as  a  voting 
requirement. 

4 )  The  strengthening  and  granting  of  per- 
manent status  to  the  U.  S.  Civil  Rights  Com- 
mission. 

5 )  The  extension  of  Federal  technical  and 
financial  support  to  school  districts  seeking 
to  desegregate. 

6)  The  amendment  of  Senate  Rule  22  to 
eliminate  the  threat  of  filibuster  and  to  assure 
that,  after  reasonable  debate,  majority  rule  pre- 
vails in  the  U.  S.  Senate. 

And  be  it  finally 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  hails  the 
recent  decision  of  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  banning  the  use  of  racism  by  business 
and  industrial  leaders  in  order  to  fight  unions. 
Despite  this  decision,  however,  we  shall  con- 
tinue to  point  out  to  our  members  and  to  the 
community  at  large  that  the  opponents  of  civil 
rights  are  generally,  also,  in  the  vanguard  of 
every  so-called  "right-to-work"  movement,  and 
that  labor  and  minority  groups  not  only  have 
a  common  cause,  but  common  enemies  as  well. 

( Submitted  by  delegates :  Lee  Karesky, 
ILGWU,  Local  33,  Boston ;  Lawrence  C.  Sul- 
livan, Greater  Boston  Labor  Council ;  George 
Hill,  United  Auto  Workers) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  16 
Civil  Rights  in  Massachusetts 

Whereas :  An  underlying  principle  of  the 
labor  movement  is  the  recognition  of  human 
brotherhood ;   and 

Whereas :  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  is  committed  to  a  continued 
effort  to  achieve  the  elimination  of  discrimi- 
nation on  the  basis  of  race,  religion,  color  or 
national  origin  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved :  That  while  noting  the  great  prog- 
ress our  Commonwealth  has  made  in  passing 
legislation  guaranteeing  equal  opportunities  to 
all  Americans,  we  also  are  aware  of  certain 
steps  that  must  still  be  taken.  Accordingly,  we 
call  on  the  Great  and  General  Court  to  make 
possible  the  more  effective  functioning  of  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  Against  Discrimina- 
tion by  increasing  the  number  of  Commis- 
sioners and  by  increasing  the  funds  allocated 
for  the  MCAD.  It  is  our  belief  that  this  state 
body  is  in  need  of  district  offices  in  populous 
parts  of  our  state,  a  research  and  program 
director,  and  a  program  of  public  information 
and  materials  on  our  laws  guaranteeing  equal- 
ity of  opportunity  ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  calls  at- 
tention to  the  demonstration  of  organized 
labor's  dedication  to  civil  rights  by  the  active 
involvement  of  the  Civil  Rights  Committee  of 
our  Council  in  various  aspects  of  the  struggle 
for  equal  rights  and  opportunities.  In  line  with 
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the  recommendations  of  the  AFL-CIO  and  of 
our  own  Committee  on  Civil  Rights,  we  call  on 
our  locals  to  further  intensify  their  efforts  to 
achieve  equality  of  opportunity  in  employment 
and  apprentice  training  for  all  Americans.  We 
urge  our  affiliates  to  cooperate  with  and  sup- 
port our  Committee  on  Civil  Rights  in  its  work 
to  the  end  that  it  may  be  still  more  effective 
than   it  has   already   been. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  John  E.  Mitchell, 
Local  11,  UPWA,  Boston  ;  Lawrence  C.  Sulli- 
van, Greater  Boston  Labor  Council ;  Michael 
D.  Harrington,  Carpenters  Union  #56,  Bos- 
ton) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  17 
Discrimination  in  Housing 

Whereas :  The  right  to  obtain  safe,  sound 
and  sanitary  housing  at  reasonable  rates,  with- 
out discrimination  because  of  race,  religion, 
color  or  national  origin,  is  of  vital  concern  to 
every  person  in  our  nation  and  in  our  state ; 
and 

Whereas :  The  continuance  of  discrimina- 
tion and  segregation  in  the  sale  or  rental  of 
housing  accommodations  creates  such  problems 
as  overcrowding,  increased  health  and  fire 
risks,    and    de   facto   school   segregation  ;    and 

Whereas  :  The  AFL-CIO  is  on  record  as  un- 
alterably opposed  to  discrimination  both  on  the 
basis  of  democratic  commitment,  and  because 
we  believe  discrimination  is  morally  and  ethi- 
cally wrong  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  goes 
on  record  as  favoring  increased  state  and 
national  action  against  discrimination  in  hous- 
ing. We  call  on  President  John  F.  Kennedy 
to  redeem  the  pledge  he  made  during  his  last 
campaign  by  issuing,  without  delay,  an  Execu- 
tive Order  banning  segregation  or  discrimina- 
tion in  housing  that  is  in  any  way  aided  by 
the  Federal  government  or  its  agencies  ;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  takes  spe- 
cial note  of  the  problem  of  relocation  of  people 
displaced  by  urban  renewal  projects.  Because 
those  displaced  are,  in  the  main,  members  of 
minority  groups  and  are  in  the  low  income 
level,  we  call  for  the  protection  of  the  rights 
of  these  people  by  the  government.  We  ask  for 
assurance  that  new  ghettos  will  not  be  created 
in  the  course  of  relocation,  and  the  further 
assurance  that  sufficient  low  and  middle  in- 
come housing  will  be  built  and  made  available 
to  these  people  before  their  present  homes  are 
destroyed.   And  be  it  finally 

Resolved :  That  we  note  with  satisfaction 
the  formation,  by  a  number  of  community 
groups,  of  a  Massachusetts  Committee  on  Dis- 
crimination in  Housing,  said  organization  be- 
ing dedicated  to  the  realization  of  the  ideal  of 
an  adequate  supply  of  fair  and  equitable  hous- 
ing for  all. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  John  E.  Mitchell, 
Local  11,  UPWA,  Boston  ;  Lawrence  C.  Sulli- 
van, Greater  Boston  Labor  Council ;  George 
Hill,  United  Auto  Workers) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  18 

Reaffirming    Endorsement   and    Support 
of  the  Jewish  Labor  Committee 

Whereas  :  The  Jewish  Labor  Committee,  as 
an  integral  part  of  the  American  labor  move- 
ment cooperates  closely  with  the  AFL-CIO  in 
the  pursuit  of  common  social  and  economic 
ideals   and  human  values  ;  and 

Whereas  :  The  Jewish  Labor  Committee  has 
been  in  the  forefront  of  the  struggle  for  free- 
dom, and  against  all  forms  of  segregation,  dis- 
crimination and  prejudice  based  on  race,  creed, 
color  or  national  origin  ;  and 

Whereas :  The  Jewish  Labor  Committee, 
through  its  National  Trade  Union  Council  for 
Human  Rights,  furnishes  unions  with  informa- 


tion, research,  materials,  consultation  services, 
and  with  staff  to  promote  human  relations 
programs  and  to  combat  the  anti-labor  forces 
of  both  left  and  right-wing  reaction  ;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved  :  That  this  Convention  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  re- 
affirms its  endorsement,  expresses  its  thanks 
and  commendation  for  the  assistance  we  have 
received,  and  urges  our  affiliated  unions  to 
continue  their  cooperation  and  support  of  the 
Jewish   Labor   Committee. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  John  E.  Mitchell, 
Local  11,  UPWA,  Boston  ;  Lawrence  C.  Sulli- 
van, Greater  Boston  Labor  Council,  Lee 
Karesky,   ILGWU,   Local   33,   Boston) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  19 

Reaffirming   Support  of   Genocide   Pact 

Whereas  :  This  Convention  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  finds  it 
impossible  to  understand  how  the  United 
States,  as  the  leader  of  the  world's  free  na- 
tions, can  continue  to  abstain  from  joining 
over  60  other  nations  which  have  joined  hands 
to  outlaw  the  mass  destruction  of  human  be- 
ings. Be  it  therefore 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  expresses 
its  support  of  the  United  Nations  Genocide 
Pact,  making  it  a  crime  under  international 
law  to  commit  "acts  intended  to  destroy,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  national,  ethnic,  racial  or 
religious  groups."  We  find  it  hard  to  believe 
that  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
is  so  callous  in  regard  to  the  issue  of  mass  mur- 
der, that  it  can  any  longer  delay  its  endorse- 
ment of  the  Genocide  Pact.  We  call  on  the 
Senators  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  move  at  once  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  assure  Senate  consideration  and  rati- 
fication of  that  document. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Herman  Carter, 
IUE,  #275,  Boston;  Lawrence  C.  Sullivan, 
Greater  Boston  Labor  Council  ;  Harvey  L. 
Friedman,  ACWA,  Local  1,   Boston) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  20 

United    Nations    Day 

Whereas,  the  United  Nations,  while  success- 
fully withstanding  attempts  by  the  Russian 
Bloc  to  undermine  its  effectiveness  is  still  un- 
der widespread  attack  by  right  wing  groups 
in   our  own   country  and 

Whereas,  the  world  agency  is  an  important 
instrument  in  reducing  world  tensions  and  the 
risk   of  nuclear  war  and 

Whereas,  the  United  Nations  has  proved  its 
ability  to  restore  peace  in  trouble  spot  areas 
in  Africa,   Asia  and  the  Middle  East  and 

Whereas,  the  United  Nations  through  its 
specialized  agencies  has  helped  relieve  wide- 
spread suffering  in  many  areas  of  the  world, 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  we  affirm  past  positions  taken 
by  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council  in  which  we 
supported  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  U.N. 
and  such  important  world  agencies  as  UNESCO, 
UNICEF,  WHO  and  ILO  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  that  we  condemn  the  refusal  of  the 
Russian  Bloc  and  certain  nations  in  the  West- 
ern bloc  to  meet  fully  their  financial  obliga- 
tions to  the  United  Nations.  At  the  same  time 
we  note  with  pride  that  the  American  Labor 
movement  focused  attention  on  the  need  to 
pass  legislation  authorizing  the  President  to 
purchase  100  million  dollars  of  U.  N.  bonds  to 
relieve  the  financial  plight  of  the  organization 
and  be   it  further 

Resolved,  that  we  urge  union  members  and 
affiliates  of  the  Council  that  they  become  better 
informed  of  the  role  played  by  the  U.N.  in 
strengthening  world  peace  and  the  complex 
issues  with  which  it  deals,  and  be  it 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  urge  its  mem- 
bers and  affiliated  unions :  to  help  initiate  or 
actively  participate  in  United  Nations  Day  Ob- 
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servances  on  October  24th ;  to  organize  planned 
tours  of  the  U.  N.  under  union  sponsorship  ;  to 
support  the  UNICEF  campaign  to  raise  funds 
through  the  sale  of  Christmas  cards. 

(Submitted  by  Greater  Springfield  Central 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  Herman  Greenberg, 
President) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  21 

Civil  Rights 

Whereas,  the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Negro 
people  for  full  and  equal  opportunity  is  part 
of  the  same  struggle  the  Labor  Movement  has 
carried  on  to  extend  democracy  into  every 
corner  of  our  society  and 

Whereas,  the  progress  made  on  this  fronJ\ 
sometimes  tends  to  disguise  the  fact  that  much 
remains  to  be  done  and  that  labor  has  a  great 
role  to  play  in  completing  democracy's  un- 
finished tasks — therefore  this  Convention  of  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council  herewith  reaffirms 
its  past  position  urging  the  Great  and  General 
Court  to  increase  the  budget  of  the  Mass. 
Commission  Against  Discrimination  in  order 
that  it  may  do  the  following  to  improve  the 
enforcement  of  our  anti-bias  laws  ;  open  new 
district  offices ;  hire  a  research  and  program 
director ;  and  expand  its  facilities  to  inform 
the  public  regarding  MCAD   and 

Whereas,  democracy  in  housing  is  as  im- 
portant for  the  health  of  our  society  as  democ- 
racy in  industry,  we  take  pride  in  and  com- 
mend the  passage  of  legislation  in  Mass. 
against  discrimination  in  private  housing. 
However,  in  order  to  continue  to  make  prog- 
ress towards  the  goal  of  a  free  and  open 
housing  market  in  which  housing  shall  be 
available  to  all  persons  regardless  of  race, 
color  or  religion  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council 
urges  the  extension  of  coverage  and  vigorous 
enforcement  of  the  Fair  Housing  Practices 
statutes. 

And  be  it  further  resolved  that  this  Conven- 
tion urges  all  affiliates  and  their  members  to 
co-operate  with  and  support  the  civil  rights 
activities  and  programs  of  such  organizations 
as  the  NAACP,  the  Catholic  Inter-racial  Coun- 
cil, the  Jewish  Labor  Commission,  the  Com- 
mittee On  Racial  Equality  (ORE),  the  Anti 
Defamation  League  and  the  Negro  American 
Labor  Council. 

(Submitted  by  Greater  Springfield  Central 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  Herman  Greenberg, 
President) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  22 

Protection  of  Union 
Standards  in  Public  Printing  and  Binding 

Whereas :  There  is  a  state  law  to  govern 
the  awarding  of  State  contracts  for  printing, 
binding  and  certain  office  supplies.  Orders  are 
given  to  such  establishments  as  pay  the  pre- 
vailing rate  of  wages  based  on  wage  rates  and 
working  hours  that  have  been  established  by 
collective  bargaining  ;  and 

Whereas  :  Now  a  city  or  town  when  award- 
ing bids  or  contracts  for  printing,  binding  and 
certain  office  supplies  can  do  so  without  regard 
to  rates  of  wages  or  working  hours  ;  and 

Whereas :  Establishments  that  do  not  pay 
the  prevailing  rate  of  wages  could  bid  much 
lower  for  city  or  town  printing  contracts. 
This  is  unfair  to  establishments  that  do  pay 
the  prevailing  rate  based  on  collective  bargain- 
ing agreements  ;  and  therefore  be  it 
_  Resolved :  That  this  Fifth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO,  vote  to  instruct  the  proper  officers 
of  the  Council  to  file  an  amendment  to  Chapter 
40  of  the  General  Laws  and  add  a  new  section. 
Where,  by  permissive  legislation,  cities  and 
towns  may  accept  the  provisions  of  the  state 
printing   law   to   govern   the   awarding   of   bids 


or  contracts  for  printing,  binding  and  certain 
office  supplies. 

( Submitted  by  delegate :  Arthur  W.  Smith, 
Lawrence  Printing  Pressmen  and  Assistants' 
Union  No.  89,  and  Lawrence  Typographical 
Union  No.  51,  and,  Greater  Lawrence-Haver- 
hill   Central   Labor   Council. ) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  23 
Railroad  Safety 

Whereas,  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Firemen  and  Enginemen  and  other  railroad 
operating  unions  face  critical  contract  negotia- 
tions during  1962  in  their  effort  to  seek  im- 
provements for  the  200,000  men  who  man  the 
nation's  trains  ;  and 

Whereas,  the  contract  changes  sought  by 
the  railroad  corporations  and  the  recent  re- 
port of  the  Presidential  Railroad  Commission 
contemplate  the  loss  of  105,000  jobs,  wage 
reductions  of  as  much  as  60  percent  for  road 
employes,  and  the  dissolution  of  employe 
protection  through  the  substitution  of  binding 
arbitration   for   collective   bargaining ;   and 

Whereas,  this  report  and  the  demands  of 
the  railroad  corporations  would  endanger  pub- 
lic and  employe  safety  through  the  use  of 
substandard  crews  and  imposition  of  longer 
hours   and  more  work   on  employes ;   and 

Whereas,  the  Commission's  report  and  man- 
agement's demands  seek  to  silence  the  voice 
of  the  workers'  in  determining  what  consti- 
tutes safe  working  conditions  and  further  seeks 
to  deny  their  right  to  determine  where  they 
will  live,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO  record  its  opposition  to  the 
operation  of  freight  and  yard  locomotives  with- 
out the  standard  engine  crew  of  engineer  and 
helper  (fireman)  ;  its  opposition  to  the  im- 
position of  substandard,  unsafe  working  condi- 
tions on  these  railroad  employes ;  its  opposi- 
tion to  railroad  management's  attempt  to  deci- 
mate the  rail  operating  work  force  despite 
its  proven  need  during  national  emergencies ; 
its  opposition  to  the  inhuman  attempt  to 
swell  the  unemployment  rolls  ;  its  opposition  to 
any  wage  reductions  and  its  opposition  to  the 
substitution  of  binding  arbitration  for  the 
free  collective  bargaining  process  that  is  a 
hallmark  of  the  American  way  of  labor  rela- 
tions, and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
forwarded  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Secretary  of  Labor,  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts,  state  senators  and 
representatives,  President  George  Meany  of  the 
AFL-CIO  and  the  presidents  of  the  rail  unions 
involved. 

(Submitted  by  delegate:  H.  G.  Spencer, 
Lodge    #485,  BLF  &  E,   Boston) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  24 
Unionization  of  Teachers 

Whereas,  organized  labor  has  traditionally 
promoted  the  cause  of  American  public  edu- 
cation, in  which  a  sound  structure  is  signifi- 
cantly dependent  on  an  enlightened,  competent, 
and  fearless  force  of  teachers,  and 

Whereas,  teacher  organizations,  to  be  effec- 
tive and  powerful  in  the  community,  must  adopt 
union  principles  and  employ  union  techniques, 
and 

Whereas,  the  future  strength  of  the  trade 
union  movement  in  large  measure  depends  on 
organizing  white-collar  and  professional  work- 
ers, a  very  great  proportion  of  whom  are 
teachers,  and 

Whereas,  the  unionization  of  teachers  can 
provide  an  example  and  stimulus  for  the  organ- 
ization  of   white-collar   workers  generally,   and 

Whereas,  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Teachers,  American  Federation  of  Teachers, 
AFL-CIO,  and  its  affiliated  locals  are  now  con- 
ducting  an    organizing   drive ;    therefore,   be   it 
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Resolved,  that  member  organizations  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  be  urged 
to  acquaint  teachers  in  their  communities  with 
the  advantages  of  membership  in  the  organized 
labor   movement,   and  be   it  further 

Resolved,  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council  and  its  affiliated  locals  give  active  sup- 
port and  encouragement  to  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Teachers,  American  Federation 
of  Teachers,  AFL-CIO,  in  its  current  drive  for 
membership. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  John  Gearin,  Teach- 
ers #66,  AFT,  Boston;  Jasper  Grassa,  Teach- 
ers #1037,  AFT,  Lynn;  Robert  Thompson, 
Teachers  #1037,  AFT,  Lynn;  Margaret  Calla- 
han, Teachers   #66,  AFT,  Boston.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  25 
Compulsory  Poultry  Inspection 

Whereas:  Less  than  20%  of  the  commercial 
poultry  supply  of  the  Nation  comes  under 
Federal  Inspection  and  then  only  on  a  volun- 
tary basis,  which  in  many  respects  is  absolute- 
ly meaningless,  and 

Whereas :  The  local  unions  in  Massachu- 
setts of  the  Amalgamated  Meat  Cutters  and 
Butcher  Workmen  have  pledged  themselves  to 
the  task  of  arousing  the  people  to  the  great 
hazard  to  health  when  Poultry  is  not  regularly 
inspected  by  State  Inspectors  and 

Whereas :  The  support  and  cooperation  of 
every  group  of  Consumers  in  the  Nation, 
particularly  those  in  organized  labor,  is  earn- 
estly solicited  in  our  Campaign  for  effective 
Compulsory  Poultry  Inspection  on  the  State 
level,  now  therefore  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Council  go  on  record 
endorsing  the  Poultry  Inspection  Campaign 
launched  by  the  Amalgamated  Meat  Cutters 
and  Butcher  Workmen,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  the  Legislative  Department 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  initiate  and  promote  Legislation 
which  shall  provide  rigid  Inspection  of  Poultry 
in  any  Plants  in  the  State  plus  Sanitation  and 
Healthful  Working  Conditions. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Joseph  A.  Sullivan, 
Meat  Cutters  District  Union,  Local  #2, 
Natick ) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  26 
Labor  Injunctions 

Whereas,  there  are  injunctions  in  labor  cases 
which  are  still  outstanding  on  the  books,  and 

Whereas,  these  matters  are  often  outmoded 
and  outdated  but  the  injunctions  still  exist,  and 

Whereas,  other  circumstances  have  changed 
since  the  injunctions  were  originally  issued, 
and 

Whereas,  labor  has  in  the  past  submitted 
similar  legislative  proposals, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  that  this  Conven- 
tion instruct  the  Legislative  Department  again 
to  file  appropriate  legislation  for  the  next 
session  of  the  Legislature  to  limit  the  time  of 
injunctions   in  labor  matters. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Joseph  Stephani, 
Local  186,  Cooks  and  Pastry  Cooks,  Boston  ; 
Joseph  D.  McLaughlin,  Middlesex  Central 
Labor  Council) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  27 
Free  World  Trade 

Whereas,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
is  now  considering  the  proposed  Trade  Expan- 
sion Act  of  1962,  which  would  empower  the 
President  to  negotiate  broad  reciprocal  tariff 
reductions  ;  and 

Whereas,  although  such  reciprocal  tariff  re- 
ductions might  well  have  the  effect  of  improv- 
ing economic  conditions  throughout  the  free 
world,  in  certain  segments  of  the  economy  such 


reductions  might  adversely  affect  industries 
essential  to  the  national  defense  of  the  United 
States  ;  and 

Whereas,  certain  foreign  countries  have 
dumped  military  surplus  equipment  at  ridicu- 
lously low  prices  for  exportation  to  the  United 
States  to  the  detriment  of  various  domestic 
industries  essential  to  the  national  defense  ; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved  that  adequate  provisions  be  incor- 
porated into  the  proposed  Trade  Expansion 
Act  of  1962  to  guard  against  any  impairment 
of  national  defense  capabilities  or  any  indus- 
try essential  thereto. 

Further  resolved  that  the  proposed  Trade 
Expansion  Act  of  1962  contain  by  appropriate 
amendment  a  provision  to  adequately  protect 
American  industry  from  the  importation  of 
military  surplus  equipment  by  providing  for 
anti-dumping  provisions  to  place  on  such 
equipment  a  constructed  value  as  defined  by 
law. 

Further  resolved  that  the  proposed  Trade 
Expansion  Act  of  1962  contain  adequate  pro- 
visions for  prompt  hearing  and  decision  in  all 
cases  on  petitions  for  relief  resulting  from 
tariff  reductions  negotiated  pursuant  to  said 
Act. 

( Submitted  by  delegates  :  Timothy  F.  Begley, 
IAM  #  1420,  Chicopee  Falls  ;  Frank  L.  Patter- 
son,  IAM,    Local    #1420,    Chicopee   Falls) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  28 
Consumers'  Council  in  Massachusetts 

Whereas,  it  is  the  duty  of  government  to 
secure  the  economic  freedom  of  the  people,  and 

Whereas,  the  consumers  of  Massachusetts 
have  no  recourse  in  protecting  themselves 
against   many   fraudulent   practices,    and 

Whereas,  the  Advisory  Consumers'  Council 
in  the  office  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  has  proven 
its  worth  to  the  consumer  during  the  four  years 
of  its  existence,  and 

Whereas,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  recently  appointed  a  Consumer  Advisory 
Council,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO  support  the  passage  of  a 
bill  establishing  a  statutory  Consumer  Council 
in   the   Commonwealth   of   Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  Community  Services  Com- 
mittee,  Mass.   State   Labor   Council,    AFL-CIO) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   29 
Patronizing  Union  Food  Stores 

Whereas :  The  employees  of  Union  Food 
Stores  in  this  Area  are  enjoying  conditions 
equal  for  the  most  part  to  those  anywhere  in 
the  United   States,   and 

Whereas :  The  members  of  organized  labor 
in  Massachusetts  should  purchase  their  food 
in  any  of  the  organized  Food  Stores  in  Mas- 
sachusetts,  and 

Whereas  :  The  following  Food  Stores  have 
contracts  with  AFL-CIO  Unions  in  Massachu- 
setts :  First  National  Stores,  Inc.  ;  Stop  & 
Shop  Inc.  and  Tedeschi  Inc.  ;  Elm  Farm  Foods, 
Inc.  ;  Supreme  Markets,  Inc.  ;  Capitol  Super- 
markets Inc.  ;  Folsom's  Market  ;  Blair's  Food- 
land  ;  Mai's  Market ;  Popular  Markets  ;  Burl- 
ington I.  G.  A.  Stores  ;  Bridgewater  I.  G.  A. 
Stores  ;  New  England  Food  Fair  Stores,  Inc.  ; 
Lodgen's  Markets  Inc.  ;  New  England  Poultry 
Co.   Inc.  ;   Great   Scott   Stores,   Inc. 

Whereas  :  The  members  of  organized  labor 
should  cooperate  with  union  members  work- 
ing in  Union   Food  Stores,  now  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  :  That  the  delegates  to  this  Annual 
Convention  assembled  in  Boston  do  hereby  go 
on  record  in  the  passage  of  this  Resolution 
endorsing  the  campaign  of  the  Food  Store 
Unions  of  the  AFL-CIO  to  get  all  members 
to  shop  in  Union  Food  Stores  in  their  home 
areas,   and  be  it  further 
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Resolved :  That  the  delegates  to  this  con- 
vention bring  the  request  made  in  this  Resolu- 
tion back  to  their  own  locals  at  their  next 
meeting,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved  :  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be 
sent  to  all  locals  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council  AFL-CIO  so  that  the  local 
officers  will  have  a  list  of  the  Union  Food 
Stores  in  Massachusetts  and  ask  their  mem- 
bers when  shopping  in  food  stores  to  look  for 
the  Union  Food  Sign. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Joseph  A.  Sulli- 
van, Meat  Cutters  Local  #2,  Natick ;  George 
F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat  Cutters  Local  #2, 
Natick ) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  30 

Support  of  the  Union  Labor  Life 
Insurance  Company 

Whereas :  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  1923  by  action  taken  in  Convention 
appointed  a  Committee  to  study  the  practices 
of  the  insurance  industry  as  they  related  to 
wage-earners  and  union  members,  and 

Whereas :  The  findings  of  this  Committee, 
reported  to  the  Convention  in  1925,  indicated 
the  need  and  the  value  of  an  insurance  com- 
pany that  would  be  aware  of  and  sympathetic 
to  the  aims  and  objectives  of  the  Labor  Move- 
ment of  America  in  helping  to  provide  greater 
financial  protection  for  union  members,   and 

Whereas  :  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance 
Company  was  organized  as  a  direct  result  of 
this  action  taken  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  and  since  1927  has  been  engaged  in 
promoting  the  interests  of  labor  groups  in 
the  fields  of  Group  and  Individual  Life  Insur- 
ance, Group  Health  Insurance,  and  most  re- 
cently,  Pension   and  Retirement  Benefits,  and 

Whereas  :  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance 
Company  has  amply  demonstrated  its  com- 
petence and  integrity  by  becoming  one  of  the 
foremost  underwriters  of  group  insurance  in 
the  country,   be   it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  recognize 
the  true  affinity  of  this  Company  with  the 
Labor  Movement  of  America  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  its  stock  is  owned  principally  by 
International  Unions  and  its  operation  is 
guided  by  Directors  who  are  at  the  same  time 
outstanding  Trade  Unionists  and,  for  the  most 
part,  active  officers  of  International  Unions  of 
the  AFL-CIO,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved  :  That  this  Convention  reaffirm  its 
endorsement  and  support  of  The  Union  Labor 
Life  Insurance  Company  and  recommend  to  all 
affiliated  and  associated  local  unions  the  co- 
operative consideration  of  the  services  of  The 
Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  in  the 
establishment  of  programs  of  Group  Life  In- 
surance, Health  and  Welfare  Funds,  and  Re- 
tirement Benefit  Programs. 

(Submitted  by  delegate:  James  A.  Broyer, 
Local  612  AFSC&ME,  Boston) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  31 
Patronize  Union  Insurance  Agents 

Whereas :  The  principle  of  patronizing 
Union-made  goods  and  Union  services  has  been 
advocated  by  organized  labor  from  the  earliest 
days  of  its  existence,  and 

Whereas :  The  principle  has  proven  itself 
to  be  sound  on  both  moral  and  economic 
grounds  wherever  it  has  been  applied  in  an 
intelligent  and   collective  fashion,   and 

Whereas :  The  fundamental  principle  ap- 
plies to  Insurance  with  the  same  force  and 
for  the  same  reason  that  it  applies  to  any 
other  commodity  or  services,  and  particularly 
so  when  we  are  mindful  of  the  fact  that  when 
an  insurance  company  formulates  an  insurance 
policy  all  of  the  benefits  that  the  insured  is 
to  receive,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  the  policy ; 
and,  whether  the  insurance  policy  is  sold  by  a 
Union   insurance  agent  or  by  a  non-Union  in- 


surance agent,  the  benefits  and  the  cost  to  the 
insured  are  identical.  In  view  of  these  consider- 
ations, there  is  every  reason  why  organized 
labor  should  strive  to  take  care  of  its  own  and 
transact  all  insurance  matters  with  members 
of  the  Insurance  Workers  International  Union, 
AFL-CIO,  some  of  whom  are  representatives 
of  the  following  companies  and  should  get 
Union  support : 

Debit  Agents — Boston  Mutual  Insurance 
Company — Union  Shop. 

Debit  Agents — John  Hancock  Mutual  Life 
Insurance   Company — Union   Shop. 

Debit  Agents — Prudential  Insurance  Com- 
pany— Open   Shop. 

Representatives — Union  Labor  Life  Insur- 
ance Co. — Union  Shop. 

In  view  of  these  practical  and  moral  reasons, 
be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO, 
assembled  in  the  City  of  Boston,  earnestly  de- 
clares that  the  time-honored  principle  of  pa- 
tronizing Union-made  goods  and  Union  serv- 
ices, is  as  applicable  to  the  purchase  of  insur- 
ance as  it  is  to  the  purchase  of  any  commod- 
ity or  service  ;  that  it  is  just  as  unfitting  for 
an  officer  or  member  of  organized  labor  to 
patronize  a  non-Union  insurance  agent  or 
representative  ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  respect- 
fully but  urgently  calls  upon  all  affiliated  inter- 
national unions,  their  local  unions  and  their 
members  to  transact  all  insurance  matters  only 
with  members  of  the  Insurance  Workers  Inter- 
national Union,  AFL-CIO.  Ask  your  insurance 
agent  to  show  you  his  paid-up  Union   Card. 

(Submitted  by  Delegates  :  Lawrence  P.  Walsh, 
Secretary-Treasurer,  Ins.  Workers  Local  36, 
Boston  ;  Maurice  Norman,  President,  Ins. 
Workers  Local  36,  Boston) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  32 

Insurance  Coverage 
for  Government  Employees 

Whereas,  there  is  a  definite  need  for  insur- 
ance coverage  for  all  public  as  well  as  private 
employees,  and 

Whereas,  the  practice  of  insurance  coverage 
of  employees  on  a  non-contributory  basis  has 
become  widespread  and  general  in  private  in- 
dustry, and 

Whereas,  there  are  tax  advantages  to  em- 
ployees who  are  covered  by  a  non-contributory 
insurance  plan,  and 

Whereas,  many  persons  in  the  service  of 
counties,  cities,  towns  and  districts  are  dis- 
criminated against  because  of  the  contributory 
and  permissive  features  of  Chapter  32B  of  the 
General  Laws, 

Now,  Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved  that  this 
Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO  instruct  its  legislative  de- 
partment to  file  appropriate  legislation  in  the 
next  session  of  the  Legislature  amending 
Chapter  32B  of  the  General  Laws  and  pro- 
viding for  insurance  on  a  non-contributory 
basis  for  public  employees. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  James  B.  Lavin  and 
Kenneth  J.  Mangan,  Worcester  Mass.  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  33 

Aid  to  Public  Employees 

Whereas :     The   Massachusetts   State   Council 
#41    of    the    American    Federation    of    State, 
County    and    Municipal    Employees,    AFL-CIO 
will   submit   legislation   to   the    1963   session   of 
the    Massachusetts    Legisature    to    obtain,    for 
public    employees,    the    following : 
Collective    Bargaining    for    public    employees 
A    Pay   Raise   for   State   employees 
Social    Security    for    public    employees,    except 
police,    firemen    and   teachers 
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Improved    Civil    Service    Procedures    for    public 

employees 

and 

Whereas :  The  local  unions  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  State,  County  and  Munic- 
ipal Employees,  AFL-CIO  are  affiliated  with 
the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Fifth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Coun- 
cil, AFL-CIO  go  on  record  as  supporting  this 
legislation  and  direct  the  Director  of  Legisla- 
tion of  this  Labor  Council  to  take  positive 
action  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Legis- 
lature the  fact  that  organized  labor  in  Massa- 
chusetts   supports   the    above   legislation. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Leo  Deitch,  AFSC- 
&ME  Local  869,  Boston  ;  Joe  Correia,  AFSC- 
&ME  Local  651,  Taunton.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  34 
Amending  "Heart  Law" 

Whereas  We,  The  Correction  Officers  of  The 
Suffolk  County  House  of  Correction,  Deer 
Island,  being  the  only  Correction  Officers  in 
the  Commonwealth  who  do  not  come  under 
the  "Heart  Law." 

Be  it  resolved  that  this  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  AFL-CIO 
support  legislation  to  amend  the  "Heart  Law" 
(Sec.  94  of  Chap.  32  of  the  General  Laws  of 
the  Acts  of  1956 )  to  include  the  Correction 
Officers  at  the  Suffolk  County  House  of  Cor- 
rection. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Raymond  Wallace, 
American  Federation  of  State,  County  and 
Municipal  Employees    #419,    Boston.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  35 
Retaining  Seniority 

Whereas :  The  railroads  and  other  transit 
systems  in  Massachusetts  have  been  granted 
state  and  federal  funds  for  a  study  of  trans- 
portation   problems    of    long    standing,    and 

Whereas :  There  is  a  possibility  that,  as  a 
result  of  this  study,  consolidation  of  all  public 
transportation  in  the  Commonwealth  under  one 
system  might  be  proposed  and  effected,   and 

Whereas :  Such  a  consolidation  would  in  all 
probability  give  rise  to  serious  questions  affect- 
ing the  rights  of  the  men  employed  by  the 
various  transportation  systems  involved  ;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved :  That  the  Massachusetts  State  La- 
bor Council,  AFL-CIO,  go  on  record  in  sup- 
port of  the  involved  unions'  contention  that, 
if  the  expected  merger  eventually  becomes 
effective,  all  union  members,  including  spare 
men  on  the  various  company  rosters,  should  be 
allowed  to  retain  their  full  seniority  as  estab- 
lished at  the  time  of  the  merger  on  the  system 
where   they   are   employed. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Joseph  J.  Traniello, 
Progress  Lodge  No.  992,  Brotherhood  of  Rail- 
way and  Steamship  Clerks,  Freight  Handlers, 
Express    and    Station    Employees,    Boston.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  36 
Industrial  Inspectors 

Whereas :  There  is  a  need  to  promote  the 
safety  of  employees  engaged  in  building  con- 
struction, and 

Whereas :  There  has  been  an  expansion  of 
construction  activity  in  Massachusetts  while 
there  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of 
state  industrial  inspectors  on  building  opera- 
tions, and 

Whereas :  Organized  labor  has  always  been 
interested  in  promoting  safety  for  employees 
and  the  general  public, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  this  Convention 
support  legislation  for  ten  (10)  additional  in- 
spectors   on    building    operations    in    the    Divi- 


sion of  Industrial  Safety  in  the  Department 
of  Labor  and  Industries  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  be  sent  to  the  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  John  A.  Callahan, 
Greater  Lawrence-Haverhill  Labor  Council, 
Rocco  Alberto,  Eng.  Local  4,  Boston  ;  John 
Broderick,  Glaziers  #  1044,  Boston  ;  John 
Deady,    I.B.E.W.    #103,   Boston.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  37 
Shorter  Work  Week 

Whereas,  the  number  of  jobless  Americans 
is  a  permanent  phenomenon  of  our  seemingly 
booming  economy,  and 

Whereas,  Mr.  George  Meany,  President  of 
union  labor  as  embodied  in  the  AFL-CIO  is  on 
record  as  endorsing  a  shorter  work-week  as 
the  logical  solution  for  an  intolerable  situation, 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  this  Conven- 
tion put  itself  as  being  in  accord  with  Mr. 
Meany  in  seeking  to  effectuate  a  shorter  work- 
week as  the  logically  indicated  action  in  solving 
the  persistent  problem  of  "more  workers  than 
jobs." 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Christopher  Ray 
Charon,  Brotherhood  Railway  Clerks  #2028, 
Boston.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  38 

Fiftieth  Anniversary 
U.   S.  Department  of  Labor 

Whereas,  the  United  States  Department  of 
Labor  was  established  on  March  4,  1913,  with 
a  Congressional  mandate  to  "foster,  promote, 
and  develop  the  welfare  of  the  wage  earners  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  improve  their  work- 
ing conditions,  and  to  advance  their  opportu- 
nities   for    profitable    employment"  ;    and 

Whereas,  the  objectives  of  the  Department 
of  Labor  parallel  the  goals  of  the  American 
trade  union  movement ;  and 

Whereas,  the  Department  of  Labor  has 
faithfully  served  the  best  interests  of  the 
American  wage  earner  by  actively  promoting 
legislation  and  carrying  out  programs  designed 
to  improve  his  well-being  and  economic  wel- 
fare ;  and 

Whereas,  present  legislative  efforts  and  pro- 
grams of  the  Department  of  Labor  are  con- 
sistent with  the  best  interests  of  the  American 
trade  union  movement ;  and 

Whereas,  the  American  wage  earner  now  en- 
joys the  greatest  status  and  highest  standard 
of  living  of  any  wage  earner  in  the  world  ; 
and 

Whereas,  the  Golden  Anniversary  of  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Labor  will  be  observed 
on  March  4,   1963  ;  then  be  it 

Resolved,  that  this  Fifth  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Coun- 
cil, AFL-CIO,  does  hereby  express  its  appre- 
ciation for  the  services  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Labor,  and  extends  too  its  con- 
gratulations and  best  wishes  on  the  occasion 
of  its  50th  Anniversary  ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  that  the  officials  of  this  organiza- 
tion are  hereby  authorized  and  encouraged  to 
take  part  in  the  official  observance  of  the  Anni- 
versary. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  39 
Automation 

Whereas :  America  has  failed  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  technological  change.  Radical  inno- 
vations continue  to  affect  the  jobs  of  today's 
workers  and  threaten  job  opportunities  tomor- 
row. Failure  to  meet  automation's  problems 
has    helped    cause    recurrent    recessions,    helped 


12 


Fifth  Convention 


slow  America's  needed  growth  toward  greater 
strength  and  demonstrated  that  short-run  and 
long-run  solutions  are  not  the  problem  of  Amer- 
ican workers  alone  but  a  national  responsi- 
bility, and 

Whereas  :  The  Fifties  taught  America  some 
automation  lessons :  As  the  vast  new  technol- 
ogy swept  through  basic  industries,  millions  of 
workers  in  mining,  railroads  and  manufactur- 
ing found  their  jobs  destroyed  and  no  new 
jobs  in  sight.  Toward  the  end  of  the  1950's, 
another  fact  became  clear :  no  part  of  Amer- 
ica's working  life  was  immune  to  automa- 
tion's effects.  The  office  worker,  the  technician, 
the  accountant,  the  teacher,  the  construction 
worker,  and  all  the  salesmen  were  to  feel  the 
effects,   directly  or   indirectly. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved :  The  Massachusetts 
AFL-CIO  recognizes  automation's  potential  as 
a  necessary  force  for  the  nation's  progress  and 
strength  and  will  work  with  all  responsible 
groups,  governmental  and  private,  toward  its 
successful  introduction  in  the  nation's  economy 
as  a  source  of  better  living  and  a  stronger  na- 
tional environment.  Joblessness  is  not  the  price 
of  progress  and  true  progress  cannot  occur 
unless    automation's    challenge    is    met. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  urges  all  affili- 
ates to  continue  to  work  for  increased  improve- 
ments in  collective  bargaining  agreements  to 
safeguard  against  hardships  both  on  the  job 
and  from  joblessness  caused  by  automation's 
impact. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  supports  legis- 
lative proposals  designed  to  help  prepare  for, 
adjust  to  and  cushion  the  impact  of  automa- 
tion. The  Congress  has  done  an  excellent  job  of 
assembling  information  on  needs  of  America 
for  better  over-all  economic  programs,  for  im- 
proved unemployment  benefits  and  employment 
service  structures,  for  specific  programs  de- 
signed to  prepare  America's  young,  special 
arrangements  for  older  workers  and  more  in- 
formation about  the  problems  still  to  come  in 
future  years,  but  it  has  not  passed  the  legisla- 
tion  to  meet  these   needs. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State   Labor   Council,   AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  40 

Support  of  Communications  Workers 
of  America,  AFL-CIO 

Whereas :  The  Communications  Workers  of 
America  representing  telephone  workers  in  50 
states  and  Canada  is  a  clean  and  democratic 
union   in   the   family  of  the  AFL-CIO,   and 

Whereas :  The  Communications  Workers  of 
America  was  among  the  most  vigorous  unions 
in  the  CIO  that  helped  in  expelling  the  Com- 
munist-dominated union  from  the  CIO,  in  1949, 
and 

Whereas :  When  the  AFL  and  CIO  merged 
in  1955  Communications  Workers  of  America 
and  President  Joseph  A.  Beirne  were  in  the 
forefront  of  the  leadership  group  that  insisted 
on  expelling  all  unions  from  the  AFL-CIO 
House  of   Labor  which  were  corrupt,   and 

Whereas  :  The  Teamsters  Union,  which  was 
expelled  from  the  AFL-CIO  in  open  convention 
in  1957,  is  now  raiding  the  Communications 
Workers  of  America  and  attempting  to  take 
over  the  installation  bargaining  unit  which 
consists  of  17  locals  representing  approximately 
17,000  members  in  46  states,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  :  That  the  Massachusetts  State  La- 
bor Council,  AFL-CIO,  in  Convention  assem- 
bled, votes  to  encourage  and  support  the  Com- 
munications Workers  of  America  in  repulsing 
the  efforts  of  the  Teamsters  Union  in  its 
attempt  to  destroy  this  organization  through 
raiding  and  other  anti-union  tactics  ;  and  that 
we  call  upon  our  affiliates  to  cooperate  with 
the  Communications  Workers  of  America  to 
the  end  that  the  Teamsters'  efforts  to  destroy 
the  Communications  Workers  be  nullified. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO. ) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  41 
Support  of  Higher  Education  Loan  Plan 

Whereas  :  Organized  labor  has,  since  its  in- 
ception, fostered  and  supported  education  in 
the  United  States,  and 

Whereas :  We  have  continually  urged  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts legislature  to  make  available  scholar- 
ship funds  for  worthy  students,  and 

Whereas  :  We  find  that  the  greatest  number 
of  students  of  average  ability  who  do  not  qual- 
ify for  scholarship  awards  because  of  academic 
or  means  test  requirements  are  in  need  of 
scholarship  aid,  and 

Whereas :  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO  has  endorsed  the  HELP  Pro- 
gram of  the  Massachusetts  Higher  Education 
Assistance  Corporation  which  provides  for 
loans  to  needy  students  of  Massachusetts  at- 
tending college, 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved :  That  this  Con- 
vention continue  its  support  of  this  outstand- 
ing college  student  aid  project  in  Massachu- 
setts, and 

Be  it  further  resolved :  That  the  1,200  affili- 
ated locals  support  this  project  and  subscribe 
their  share  of  the  guarantee  fund  which  will 
make  available  over  ten  million  dollars  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  working 
men  and  women  in  Massachusetts  in  the  im- 
mediate future  through  this  loan  fund  for  col- 
lege students. 

(Submitted  by  Committee  on  Education  of 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  by  dele- 
gates Margaret  Callahan,  Teachers  No.  66, 
Boston  ;  Francis  E.  Lavigne,  Brockton  Central 
Labor  Council ;  Daniel  Wambolt,  Iron  Workers 
No.   607,   Boston.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  42 

Manpower  Development 
and  Training  Act 

Whereas  :  The  AFL-CIO  is  pleased  with  the 
enactment  into  law  of  the  Manpower  Develop- 
ment and  Training  Act,  and 

Whereas :  This  legislation  provides  federal 
assistance  to  train  workers  displaced  or  disad- 
vantaged by  automation  and  technological 
change,  and 

Whereas :  There  is  need  in  Massachusetts 
for  such  training  and  assistance  under  the 
act,  and 

Whereas :  Organized  labor  in  Massachusetts 
is  aware  that  improperly  administered  the  Man- 
power Development  and  Training  Act  can  do 
irreparable  damage  to  the  employed  and  to 
labor  standards  developed  by  organized  labor 
through  years   of  hard  work, 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  :  That  this  Conven- 
tion calls  for  proper  safeguards  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  act  in  Massachusetts  by 
proper  representation  of  organized  labor  on 
all  state  and  local  advisory  boards  under  the 
act,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved :  That  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  act  refrain  from  infringing  on 
established  apprenticeship  programs  of  the 
state  or  of  the  unions  within  the  Common- 
wealth, and 

Be  it  further  resolved :  That  no  employer 
should  be  allowed  to  benefit  from  any  MDTA 
program  if  ( 1 )  he  is  in  violation  of  any  fed- 
eral or  state  Fair  Labor  Standards  Act,  (2) 
he  has  been  specifically  denied  a  learner's  ex- 
emption permit  under  any  federal  or  state  law, 
(3)  he  is  barred  from  government  contracts 
by  the  Comptroller  General,  (4)  he  has  been 
found  guilty  of  an  unfair  labor  practice  under 
federal  or  state  law,  (5)  he  is  involved  in  a 
labor  dispute,  (6)  he  is  in  violation  of  any 
labor  statute,  including  safety  laws,  or  (7) 
vacancies  in  his  establishment  are  the  result  of 
a  refusal  of  already  qualified  workers  to  accept 
such  employment  because  the  wages  and/ or 
other    working    conditions    are    below    those    to 
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which  these  workers  are  accustomed,  or  (8)  he 
is  a  "runaway"  concern  escaping  from  a  union 
contract. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Marchie  LaGrasta, 
Brockton  Central  Labor  Council  ;  Chester 
Wright,  Bricklayers-at-large  ;  James  Lavin, 
Worcester   Labor   Council. ) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  43 
Political  Advertising  in  Unfair  Papers 

Whereas,  members  of  the  Boston  Printing 
Pressmen's  Union  No.  3  have  been  on  strike 
against  the  Patriot  Ledger  in  Quincy,  Mass. 
for  nearly  one  year,  and 

Whereas,  the  Patriot  Ledger  has  no  contract 
with  any  labor  organization  affiliated  with  the 
AFL-CIO  and  is  being  published  under  non- 
union  conditions,   and 

Whereas,  many  political  candidates  are  not 
aware  of  the  above, 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  this  Convention 
go  on  record  as  supporting  the  Boston  Print- 
ing Pressmen's  Union  No.  3  in  its  strike 
against  the  Patriot  Ledger  and  call  this  to  the 
attention  of  the  candidates  for  public  office 
and   friends   of   organized   labor. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Daniel  A.  McPher- 
son  and  E.  H.  Frazier,  Jr.,  Boston  Newspaper 
Printing   Pressmen's   Union    #3.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  44 

Support    of    Statement    of    the 
Executive  Council   on   M.T.A. 

Whereas :  The  Executive  Council  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO, 
on  September  20,  1962,  issued  the  following 
statement, 

"In  times  of  chronic  unemployment  and  lay- 
offs and  demotions,  no  employee  should  be  re- 
quired to  work  overtime.  It  is  the  conclusion 
of  this  Council  that  compulsory  overtime  on 
top  of  a  split  trick  involving  thirteen  hours 
per  day  is  a  throwback  to  the  'dark  ages'  when 
employees  were  forced  to  work  from  sunup  to 
sundown.  While  labor  is  fighting  for  a  shorter 
work  week  to  help  spread  employment  oppor- 
tunities and  to  meet  the  full  impact  of  auto- 
mation, compulsory  overtime  is  a  regressive 
measure  and  should  be  opposed.  We  condemn 
Mr.  McLernon's  anti-labor  approach,  his  inter- 
ference with  the  rights  of  labor  and  his  insist- 
ence on  compulsory  overtime  at  this  time 
when  we  have  more  than  100,000  unemployed 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  We 
pledge  our  assistance  to  Local  589  in  its  fight 
against  the  unfair  and  arbitrary  compulsory 
overtime  by  the  MTA." 


Therefore,  be  it  resolved  :  That  this  Conven- 
tion commend  the  Executive  Council  for  the 
above  statement  and  support  the  position  of 
the  Executive  Council  against  Mr.  McLernon 
and  his  anti-labor  policies  and  his  insistence 
on    compulsory   overtime. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Walter  H.  Doyle, 
Local  589  ;  Joseph  D.  McLaughlin,  Middlesex 
Central    Labor    Council. ) 

RESOLUTION   NO.  45 

Political  Advertising 
in  Unfair  Newspapers 

Whereas  :  Hundreds  of  International  Typo- 
graphical Union  Workers  have  been  on  strike 
against  the  Worcester  Telegram-Gazette,  Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts  for  a  period  of  years  due 
to  the  anti-union  policy  of  that  company's 
management  with  its  strike-breaking  and 
strike-provoking  formula  of  stand  by  "profes- 
sional scabs ;  and 

Whereas  :  The  Beverly  Times,  Beverly  Massa- 
chusetts has  also  imported  strike-breakers,  and 
has  followed  the  policy  of  "Beat  the  Union" 
as  laid  down  by  the  New  England  Daily  News- 
paper Publishers  Association  in  the  Worcester 
strike  in  the  newspaper  field,  and  did  provoke 
a   lengthy  strike  now  in   its  third  year. 

Whereas :  It  is  the  thought  of  the  above 
mentioned  union  represented  in  the  newspaper 
publishing  industry  that  the  pattern  set  by 
the  anti-union  forces  in  the  printing  and  pub- 
lishing industry  is  spreading  into  other  indus- 
tries and  will  develop  rapidly  against  all  unions 
represented  by  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council    (AFL-CIO)    and 

Whereas  :  It  is  the  inalienable  right  of  all 
members  of  the  organized  labor  movement  to 
cast  their  ballots  for  a  candidate  of  their 
choice,  and 

Whereas  :  Political  action  by  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Labor  Council,  as  representative  of 
all  unions  affiliated,  is  an  integral  function  of 
the  Council  duly  noted  by  candidates  for  public 
office  :   therefore  be  it 

Resolved :  That  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council  (AFL-CIO)  assembled  at  this, 
its  Fifth  Annual  Convention,  go  on  record  as 
supporting  the  Lynn  Typographical  Union 
#120,  and  the  Worcester  Typographical  Union 
#165,  ITU  (AFL-CIO)  in  their  strikes  against 
the  Beverly  Times,  Beverly,  Massachusetts,  and 
the  Worcester  Telegram-Gazette,  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  by  calling  to  the  attention  of  the 
candidates  for  public  office,  at  all  levels,  and 
friends  of  organized  labor,  the  facts  enumer- 
ated   herein. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Harold  A.  Phelps 
and  James  Higgins,  and  others,  Typographical 
#13,    Boston.) 
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